
POLK COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY BOARD MEETING   November 19, 2020 

CALL TO ORDER – Dr. John Kornmayer, called the meeting to order at 5:15PM 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Thomas Adkins (Consumer), Steve Burney (Pharmacist), Rick Covil (Consumer), Linley 

Foster (Social Worker), Aaron Greene (Member of Public), Linda Greensfelder (Psychologist), Bill Hay 

(Veterinarian), John Kornmayer (Physician), Mary (Patty) Martin (Nurse, RN), Penny Padgett (Member of Public), 

Tommy Melton (Commissioner), and Belynda Veser (Psychiatrist) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Archie Hardy (Consumer), David Wagner (Dentist), and Timothy Wright (Sheriff) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA- Motion to approve the agenda by Dr. Linda Greensfelder, seconded by Penny Padgett 

and the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES- No minutes for September 2020 Minutes due to lack of quorum. 

 
DIVISION REPORTS 
Division reports hereby incorporated with the below additional highlights. 
 
Public Health/Senior Services: 

- Haley Suskauer highlighted grant funding received for Senior Services and equipment for public health 
COVID response. 

- Joshua Kennedy highlighted the increase in Environmental Health permits. 
- WIC Program Director Brittany Matson presented the Board Education. 
- Complete report hereby incorporated 

 
Veteran Services 

- Complete report hereby incorporated 
 
Social Services: 

- Kim Wilson referenced a successful appeal of IV-E audit. 
- Complete report hereby incorporated 

 
Transportation: 

- Dr. John Kornmayer inquired is we could wrap the transportation vehicles with the Polk Care logos.  
Joshua Kennedy indicated that the process had already started. 

- Complete report hereby incorporated 
 

Business Services 
- Complete report hereby incorporated 

 
Economic Services 

- Pallas Edwards highlighted that the county audit for special assistance has come to a close.  County was 
successful at minimizing any pay backs. 

- Complete report hereby incorporated 
 

DFC Grant 

- Joshua Kennedy reported that the community team and the coordinator are rallying to keep the 

program active during COVID-9 



HHSA 

- Complete report hereby incorporated 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 

- Presentation hereby incorporated 
- Joshua Kennedy highlighted that exponential growth to the number of positive cases.  He stated that 

magnitude of cases will make it very difficult to curtail the growth and reverse the trends. 
- He referenced a growing number of deaths due to COVID and additional clusters. 

o The long-term care facilities have controls in place but the cases appear to be coming from the 
outside in, tracing the contracting of the virus back to off-hours activity. 

- Polk HHSA is encouraging people to stick to the family home “bubbles” and avoid interactions especially 
during the holidays to keep cases low. 

- Kennedy highlighted the concern with the workforce flows between counties. 
- Joshua Kennedy further highlighted the anticipated the vaccine development, but cautioned it will take 

time to achieve significant uptake in vaccine. 
- Joshua Kennedy referenced the great work of the Vaccine Coalition in preparation for vaccine 

distribution and administration. 
- Dr. Kornmayer inquired about the dosing regimen how we would be managing the send dose.  Joshua 

Kennedy stated the state is managing the shipping logistics. 
- Dr. Linda Greensfelder inquired about the duration for the vaccines effectiveness.  Joshua Kennedy 

indicated that the best case is that it will mirror the reinfection guidance but could change as more data 
becomes available. 

- Thomas Adkins inquired about the 60+ age group and high risk and how is that identified.  Joshua 
Kennedy stated is defined by the CDC and that the vaccine coalition was distributing a community-wide 
survey to build that database. 

o Patty Martin asked how the survey would be distributed.  Joshua Kenned y indicated multiple 
platforms would be used and that folks can sign people up who do not have internet access. 

 
MEDICAID TRANSFORMATION 

- Joshua Kennedy provided updated on the contract process with NEMT and Provider Health Plans (PHPs). 
- Kennedy highlighted concerns to the reimbursement rate and other administrative changes that could 

hinder existing processes. 
 
OBCM/CC4C 

- Joshua Kennedy discussed options for the program moving forward with Medicaid Transformation.  
Kennedy stated that whatever the host location would be that the programs are funded without county 
dollars at this time. 

 
RPM HEALTH DISTRICT AUDIT 

- No Update at this time 
 
FAMILIES FIRST PREVENTION LEGISLATION 

- Shift funding to preventive services.  Kennedy indicated that the transition in funding and types of 
service should occur over some time, but not a significant amount time.  He also indicated that the 
budget guidance has not been completed as of yet. 

 
STATE DSS MOU 

- Report hereby incorporated. 
- Joshua Kennedy indicated the agency did well on the outcomes considering the COVID-19 pandemic. 
- Kennedy also discussed due to COVID-19 the annual MOU is being sent late by the state. 



FY 2022 BUDGET 
- Joshua Kennedy presented the budget committee meeting schedule and process, hereby incorporated. 

 
RESIGNATION – ARCHIE HARDY 

- Archie Hardy has submitted his resignation letter. 
- Motion By Dr. Linda Greensfelder, Second by Patty Martin, unanimously approved. 

 
ADJOURNEMNT 
  


